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Public Health Service Act of 1944
The Public Health Service Act (PHS) was enacted in 1944 and signed by President Roosevelt's president of the United States. The Act was considered an outstanding achievement in the United States' public health in more than a century. As Willcox (1944) explains, the PHS was enacted under the Pubic Law no. 410 to help the government consolidate and revise and change laws related to public health service. Even though it made several changes, this Act's primary role was to consolidate and bring together the public health laws into a single and consistent system related to the service.
PHS forms the fundamental legal background of many laws regarding public health in the United States. Some of its components include the powers and responsibilities of the public health service regarding interstate and foreign quarantine (Willcox, 1944). It also sought to enhance the smooth operations of the Federal States public health programs as well as create avenues to expand the state and local health services. Since it was enacted in 1944, various public health service programs have been created to support health care service access and delivery at the state and local levels. Other Acts that were enacted later in relation to public health services came as a result of the PHS Act of 1944. For example, it amended the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act of 2006, which has increased the country's capacity and preparedness to respond to pandemics.
PHS Act affects almost everyone in the health care sector and the public. In the health care sector, this Act highlights the advisory councils and committees (their appointments, allowances, and delegation of duties), political affiliations to the members of the advisory committees, and volunteer services. In public, this Act has impacted everyone in the country through its functions. It has expanded the government's response capacity to public health emergencies as it authorizes the HHS secretary and directs the public health service and health department on how to respond to public health emergencies. The PHS Act has enhanced the government's preparedness and response to public health issues. Through its different titles, the Act addresses critical issues that affect public health. For example, under title III, the Act directs how public health service should furnish medical, and hospital care as well as makes medical examinations (Willcox, 1944). All these functions are aimed at enhancing the quality of health care services given to American citizens. 
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